
Commissioners’ Agenda Action Sheet
 

Meeting Date: May 13, 2025 
Subject: Interlocal Cooperative Agreement Between the Benton County Coroner's Office and the 

Coroner's Office for Walla Walla County for Autopsy Services 
Presenter: 

 

Prepared By: William Leach 
Reviewed By: William Leach, Galt Pettett  
PA Review: Approved: Yes Denied: No N/A: No  
 (If denied, include reasoning)  
   
Type of Agenda Item: Consent Agenda 
 
 
Summary / Background Information 
The Coroner's Office for Walla Walla County wishes to enter into an interlocal agreement with the Benton County 
Coroner to receive autopsy services utilizing Benton County’s staff forensic pathologist at the Benton County 
Coroner’s Office. The aforementioned county is agreeable to paying Benton County a fee  
to receive autopsy services at the Benton County Coroner’s Office facility. 
 
Fiscal Impact 
No impact on the budget since this will bring revenue into the general fund. 
 
Recommendation 
Approve as part of the consent agenda and sign interlocal agreement 
 
Suggested Motion 
I move to approve the Interlocal Agreement with Walla Walla County to receive autopsy services utilizing Benton 
County’s staff forensic pathologist at the Benton County Coroner’s Office, for a set fee 
 
Signatures Required on Agreements/Contracts 
Chairman, Chairman Pro-Tem, Commissioner 
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RESOLUTION 
BEFORE THE BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS, BENTON COUNTY, WASHINGTON 

IN THE MATTER OF ENTERING INTO AN INTERLOCAL COOPERATIVE AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE 
BENTON COUNTY CORONER’S OFFICE AND THE CORONER'S OFFICE FOR WALLA WALLA COUNTY FOR 
AUTOPSY SERVICES  

WHEREAS, Benton County has an established staff forensic pathologist and is capable of providing regional 

autopsy services; and 

WHEREAS, a coroner may, in any case in which he or she has jurisdiction over a body, employ a forensic 

pathologist to perform autopsies, render professional opinions as to the cause and manner of death, and 

testify under oath as to such matters; and 

WHEREAS, Walla Walla County and its Coroner have determined that it is in the best interest of Walla Walla 

County to contract with Benton County to provide such autopsy services on an as requested basis; and 

WHEREAS, Benton County wishes to provide such autopsy services to Walla Walla County; and 

WHEREAS, Chapter 39. 34 RCW authorizes two or more public entities to contract with one another to 

perform functions that each may individually perform. 

WHEREAS, Benton County and the Walla Walla County Coroner’s Office will benefit by delivery of the public 

services set forth in this agreement; NOW THEREFORE,  

BE IT RESOLVED the Board of Benton County Commissioners, Benton County, Washington, hereby approves 

this Interlocal Agreement between the coroner’s offices of Benton County and Walla Walla County effective

May 13, 2025 through December 31, 2027.

Date this day of 2025 

Chairman of the Board 

Chairman Pro‐Tem 

Commissioner 

Attest: …………………………………………… Constituting the Board of County 
Clerk of the Board Commissioners of Benton County, Washington 

Copy: Coroner, Procurement, Auditor By: William Leach 
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